Olympic Gold Medalist Haley Skarupa hosts clinic for members of CP Dynamo Girls’ Ice Hockey
Special visit comes in advance of the Aurora Games, the inaugural all-women’s sports and entertainment festival in Albany, NY, August 20-25, 2019
ALBANY, N.Y.; April 26, 2019 – Olympic Gold Medalist and National Women’s Hockey League
(NWHL) All-Star Haley Skarupa hosted a clinic for members of Clifton Park-based CP Dynamo girls’ ice
hockey and other leagues from throughout the Capital Region on Thursday, April 25 in Clifton Park, NY.
Skarupa, who will be participating in the Aurora Games later this summer, was a member of the 2018
United States Women’s Olympic hockey team which captured the gold medal at the PyeongChang
Games.

Her accomplishments also include three International Ice Hockey Federation Women’s World Championships and three Four Nations Cups. Skarupa currently stars as a forward with the Boston Pride of the
National Women’s Hockey League.
Skarupa’s appearance in the Capital Region is tied to the Aurora Games, the inaugural all-women’s
sports and entertainment festival, which will be held at the Times Union Center in Albany, NY on August
20-25, 2019. Skarupa will represent Team Americas in the ice hockey competition.
“Any time that you can come together with some of the best players in the world is extremely fun. And
to be able to not only be there for this event but to compete in it is very special to me,” said Skarupa. “A
few years down the road we’ll be able to look back and say we were part of the growth of women’s
sports. It’s an honor.”
More than 175 professional, world-class athletes are expected to compete under the banners of Team
Americas and Team World in the Aurora Games. The six-day festival will feature ice hockey, gymnastics, figure skating, basketball and beach volleyball, as well as a world-class exhibition in table tennis.
In addition to Skarupa, the following women’s hockey stars have committed to participate in the Aurora
Games:
•
Team Americas: Blake Bolden, Hannah Brandt, Lisa Chesson, Shiann Darkangelo, Molly Engstrom, Tori Hickel, Zoe Hickel, Rachel Llanes, Taylor Marchin, Brooke Webster and Maddie Woo
•
Team World: Nicole Bullo, Tanja Eisenschmid, Jennifer Harss, Yuka Hirano, Akane Hosoyamuda, Venla Hovi, Aina Mizukami, Isa Rahunen, Annina Rajahuhta, Lara Stadler, Rebecca Stenberg,
Susanna Tapani and Haruka Toko
Brandt (Team Americas; U.S.) and Eisenschmid (Team World; Germany) were part of the Minnesota
Whitecaps team which won the 2019 NWHL Championship against the Buffalo Beauts, who were led
by Blake Bolden (Team Americas, U.S.) and Lisa Chesson (Team Americas, U.S.).
Two-time Olympic medalist Molly Engstrom (Team Americas, U.S.) plays in the Swedish Women’s
Hockey League and is a former member of the NWHL’s Connecticut Whale, where Taylor Marchin
(Team Americas, U.S.) currently stars on defense.
Additionally, the following stars who have committed to play for Team World in the Aurora Games
participated in the Women’s World Ice Hockey Championship earlier this month, including the players
from Finland who finished second in the tournament:
•
Finland: Isa Rahunen, Annina Rajahuhta, Susanna Tapani
•
Switzerland: Lara Stadler, Nicole Bullo
•
Sweden: Rebecca Stenberg
•
Germany: Jennifer Harss
•
Japan: Akane Hosoyamuda, Haruka Toko
Team America will be led by 20-year veteran women’s hockey coach Digit Murphy, who was the first
female head coach at Brown University and retired as one of the longest-tenured coaches in collegiate
women’s hockey. Former South Korea women’s national ice hockey team coach and two-time NCAA
Division I National Champion Sarah Murray will lead Team World.
Individual session tickets for the Aurora Games are on-sale now at Ticketmaster.com. Tickets range in
price from $15 to $129 and include admission to the Aurora Games FanZone. Children may qualify for
half-price tickets.
Fans may save $5 on select Aurora Games tickets with a voucher available at more than 150 participating Stewart’s Shops locations in Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady and Warren counties.
The voucher is redeemable for individual session tickets at the $15, $25 and $35 level. Vouchers will
be available through April 28 or while supplies last. Vouchers must be redeemed at the Times Union
Center Box Office, pending ticket availability. Limit one voucher per guest; cannot be combined with
other offers.
Fans are welcome to attend the Aurora Games FanZone at the Albany Capital Center, featuring music,
athlete meet and greets, food and entertainment, and a table tennis exhibition. Fans may purchase
tickets exclusively to the FanZone for $10 at Ticketmaster.com. A limited number of reserved seats for
the table tennis exhibition on August 24 and 25 are available for purchase.
The FanZone will also feature “Conversations with Champions,” a series of workshops led by
world-class female champions and empowerment role models. Judge Rosemarie Aquilina, who presided over the sentencing of former USA Gymnastics team doctor Larry Nassar, will serve as the keynote
speaker on Wednesday, August 25 at 5 p.m. A separate admission is required for “Conversations with
Champions” and tickets may be purchased at Ticketmaster.com. The full schedule of workshops is
available at AuroraGamesFestival.com.
The official hotel of the Aurora Games is Hilton Albany, located approximately .2 miles from the Times
Union Center at 40 Lodge Street in downtown Albany. Aurora Games guests can save on overnight
stays by using code 5AGCB when securing reservations by phone at 1-866-691-1183 or online at
https://bit.ly/2U2n1mC.
For up-to-date information about the Aurora Games, visit AuroraGamesFestival.com or follow the
Games on Twitter @AuroraGamesFest.
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ABOUT THE AURORA GAMES
Aurora Games Festival, LLC owns and operates the Aurora Games and holds all of the rights and
intellectual property associated with the Games. The Aurora Games were conceived of and created by
Jerry Solomon. Mr. Solomon has been one of America's top sports marketing executives for more than
30 years. The Aurora Games, named in honor of the Roman goddess of the dawn, will be held every
two years beginning with the inaugural edition at the Times Union Center in Albany, NY, August 20-25,
2019. Designed to celebrate the best in women’s sports, entertainment and culture, the Aurora Games
will welcome all-star athletes, as well as coaches and trainers, representing more than 15 countries to
downtown Albany to compete in an international competition of teams comprised of the Americas vs.
the World. The six-day event will include team and individual competitions in basketball, tennis, figure
skating, gymnastics, ice hockey and beach volleyball. Fans will also enjoy musical performances, food
tastings, sports clinics, autograph sessions and seminars in the Aurora Games Fan Zone at the Albany
Capital Center. For up-to-date information about the Aurora Games, visit AuroraGamesFestival.com or
follow the Games on Twitter @AuroraGamesFest.

